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SEMINAR SESSION
OPPORTUNITIES AND CHALLENGES IN COMMUNITY EMPOWERMENT



Dr. Zafrul Islam Khan, Editor of Milli Gazette 
was the moderator of the panel discussion 
held later. Dr. Khan in his p residential remarks 
pointed out the example of Palestinian people 
who are much ahead of Israelis in the field of 
education. This has happened after the Israeli 
occupation of Palestinian territories in 1948. 
Then Palestinians decided to give top priority to 
education in their scheme of things to beat their 
rivals and maintain an upper hand.

Dr. Fakhruddin Mohammad, Honorary 
Secretary MESCO, Hyderabad; Prof. Shakeel 
Samdani of AMU, and Abdul Wahid Sait, 
National Secretary, Popular Front took part in 
the discussion. 

Dr. Fakhruddin emphasized the importance of 
education which plays a stellar role in shaping 
the careers of children if they are imparted 
with quality education. He cited the example 
of Telangana government which under the 
Telangana Minorities Residential Educational 
Institutions Society (TMREIS), has set the ball 
rolling in empowering  the minorities by deciding 
to establish about 150 minorities residential 

Dr. Zafrul Islam
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The second session was a seminar on the 
theme ‘Opportunities and Challenges in 
Community Empowerment’. Dr. Mohammad 
Minarul Shaikh, Liaison Officer, EIF welcomed 
the gathering. 

Dr. Mohammad Manzoor Alam, Chairman, 
Institute of Objective Studies, New Delhi 
delivered the keynote  address. He presented a 
statistical analysis of some most vital areas of 
deprivation which seek systematic intervention 
by the Muslim community.

Dr. Lubna Sarwath, an Economist from 
Hyderabad, and Nainar Sultan of EIF made 
presentations on “Focus areas and initiatives: 
National and regional priorities by 2020” and 
“Opportunities and challenges” respectively. 
Dr.  Lubna highlighted a number of priority 
initiatives to be taken up in the present phase 
of the project. Mr. Sultan while emphasising the 

need for a paradigm shift in the mindset of the 
affected communities detailed the essential 
ingredients of an effective implementation 
system.  



Pilot projects undertaken by EIF in partnership 
with other groups were announced by E. M. 
Abdul Rahiman. He said that the implementation 
of projects had been planned to be carried out 
in six phases of 5 years each. A model of the 
upcoming interventions and as a test phase, 
seven initiatives had been identified in different 
states. 

The seven Pilot Projects are: 

• Master Trainers Development   
 Programme – Bangalore and   
 New Delhi

• Literacy Program (Full literacy in 25           
 villages) – Bihar

• Poverty Eradication Drive (Women’s  
 Self Help Group Cluster) – Uttar   
 Pradesh

• Finishing School – Rajasthan

• D-Voter Issue: Legal Support System –  
 Assam

• Drinking Water Supply Project – West  
 Bengal 

• Sanitation Scheme (Providing toilets)  
 – Tamil Nadu

Announcement of an Advisory Board for 
Empower India Foundation to guide and oversee 
the project activities was also made on the 
occasion. Maulana Muhammad Wali Rahmani 
would be the Board Chairman, said E M Abdul 
Rahiman while announcing the formation of the 
Board. 

Mohammad Arif Ahmed, General Convener 
of the event proposed a vote of thanks. Anis 
Ahmed, General Secretary, Empower India  
Foundation, monitored the session.

schools all over the state with at least one such 
school in each district. The society is to provide 
high quality education to talented children 
belonging to minority communities, through 
pace setting residential schools. TMREIS will 
be set up as an autonomous organization to 
establish and manage these residential schools. 
This laudable scheme could be replicated in 
other states also, he added.

“Why South Indian Muslims are progressing 
in every walk of life, let it be educational, 
economical or social arena as compared 
to their counterparts in the North who are 
lagging behind in every field,” was the point 
pondered by Prof. Shakeel Samdani. He said 
that the Muslims from the South followed the 
directives of the Holy Quran  in letter and spirit 
to some extent while in the North the letter was 
there but the spirit was missing. He suggested 
that the Muslims should offer at least 2-3 hours 
from their precious free time every week for 
social, community and Islamic works targeting 
the co-religionists belonging to the have-nots 
category. He termed this effort led, “Waqt Ki 
Zakat”.

Mr Abdul Wahid Sait emphasised the 
importance of connecting the plan to grassroots 
level implementation. “We need to identify 
experienced NGOs and v olunteers working 
in the ground,” he said.
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